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Welcome


It is a pleasure to welcome you to one of the two Wesclin Elementary Schools.  We are happy to have your family within this school district.


As a student, we hope you enjoy and benefit from the many school experiences that you will encounter while attending Wesclin Elementary Schools.  As a parent, we wish to work together with you in order to make the building a place of enjoyment for your children, while still providing the best possible educational learning opportunities for all students.


Our district encourages visits by Board of Education members, parents, guardians, and taxpayers to all School District buildings.  Contact your building administrator if you would like to arrange a visit.

The purpose of this handbook is to provide students and parents with various information about school procedures and policies presently followed in the schools.  A “table of contents” is provided, so parents and students may have a quick reference to the information that is provided in this handbook.  If the information that you are seeking is not in this manual, please contact the school about the matter.


This handbook is intended to be a guide that will assist you with the general information about Wesclin Elementary Schools.  It is not intended to provide all the answers to every question, but it is a framework that outlines services and responsibilities of students, families, and the school.


Once again, we are happy to welcome you to your school and may this year be both enjoyable and academically rewarding to you.








    Wesclin Elementary Schools 

The Wesclin Elementary Schools are part of the Wesclin Community Unit School District No. 3 (Wesclin CUSD#3) which includes the communities of New Baden, New Memphis, and Trenton, Illinois, located in the western section of Clinton County.  

Trenton Elementary




308 North Washington St.

Principal:  Angela Woll


Trenton, IL  62293

wolla@wesclin.org


Phone:  618-224-9411




Secretary:  Kim Tremmel


Fax:  618-224-9417

tremmelk@wesclin.org
New Baden Elementary



700 Marilyn Dr.

Principal:  James Rahm


New Baden, IL  62265

rahmj@wesclin.org


Phone:  618-588-3535

Secretary:  Traci Jahnke


Fax:  618-588-4364
jahnket@wesclin.org
Chapter 1:  Introductory Information and General Notices
This handbook is a summary of the school’s rules and expectations, and is not a comprehensive statement of school procedures.  The Board’s comprehensive policy manual is available for public inspection through the district website.
The School Board governs the school district, and is elected by the community.  Current School Board members are:

Mr. Aaron Hoerchler, President

Mr. Matt Fridley, Vice-President

Mrs. Tina Litteken, Treasurer

Mr. Paul Josias, Secretary

Mrs. Connie Elmore, Member 

Mr. Jeff Stroot, Member

Mrs. Stacy Wellen, Member
The School Board has hired the following administrative staff to operate the schools:

Mrs. Jennifer Filyaw, Wesclin Superintendent

Mr. Jamey Rahm, New Baden Elementary Principal

Mrs. Angela Woll, Trenton Elementary Principal 

Grade Level

Trenton Elementary includes Early Childhood Education, Pre-Kindergarten, and Kindergarten through grade three.  New Baden Elementary includes Kindergarten through grade three.  

Handbook Acknowledgment

I acknowledge receiving and/or being provided electronic access to the Student/Parent Handbook and School Board policy on student behavior.  I have read these materials and understand all rules, responsibilities and expectations.

I understand that the Student/Parent Handbook and Wesclin policies may be amended during the year and that such changes are available on the district website or in the school office.

I understand that my failure to return this acknowledgement will not relieve me or my child from being responsible for knowing or complying with School and School District rules, policies and procedures.

This acknowledgment is signed during registration and the handbook is available online.

Wesclin School Calendar   

2019-2020
Tues.
Aug. 13


No School – Teacher Institute

Wed.  Aug. 14


11:30 Dismissal – First Day of School
Thurs. Aug 15


First Full Day of School

Mon. 
Sept. 2


No School – Labor Day

Fri. 
Sept. 27


11:30 Dismissal – School Improvement Day

Mon.
Oct. 14


No School – Columbus Day

Wed.
Oct. 23


Full Day of Attendance – P/T Conf. evening

Thurs.
Oct. 24


11:30 Dismissal – P/T Conf. afternoon & evening
Fri.
Oct. 25


No School 

Mon.
Nov. 11


No School – Veterans Day

Wed.
Nov. 27 – Fri. Nov. 29
No School – Thanksgiving Break

Fri. 
Dec. 13


11:30 Dismissal – School Improvement Day

Mon.
Dec. 23 – Fri. Jan. 3
No School – Winter Break

Mon.  Jan. 6



School Resumes

Fri.     Jan. 17


11:30 Dismissal – School Improvement Day

Mon.
Jan. 20


No School – Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Fri.
Feb. 14


No School – Teacher Institute

Mon.
Feb. 17


No School – President’s Day

Fri. 
Mar. 13


11:30 Dismissal – School Improvement Day 

Thurs.
Apr. 9 – Mon. Apr. 13
No School – Spring Break

Tues.
Apr. 14


School Resumes

Fri. 
May 8



11:30 Dismissal – School Improvement Day

Mon.
May 19


Last Day of School (if NO snow days used)

Mon.
May 25


No School – Memorial Day

Fri. 
May 29


Last Day of School (if 7 emergency days used)

End of Quarter Dates

End of Quarter 1


October 11, 2019
End of Quarter 2


December 20, 2019
End of Quarter 3


March 13, 2020
End of Quarter 4


May 19, 2020 (or last day of school)
Recognition

The Wesclin Elementary Schools are fully recognized by the Illinois State Board of Education, Springfield, Illinois.

Mission Statement

The mission of the Wesclin Elementary Schools is to meet the educational and social needs of our students, to promote the love of learning, and to create a positive outlook on life.
Equal Opportunity and Sex Equity 

Equal educational and extracurricular opportunities are available to all students without regard to race, color, nationality, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, ancestry, age, religious beliefs, physical or mental disability, status as homeless, or actual or potential marital or parental status, including pregnancy.

No student shall, based on sex or sexual orientation, be denied equal access to programs, activities, services, or benefits or be limited in the exercise of any right, privilege, advantage, or denied equal access to educational and extracurricular programs and activities.

Any student or parent/guardian with a sex equity or equal opportunity concern should contact Jennifer Filyaw, Superintendent.
Animals on School Property

In order to assure student health and safety, animals are not allowed on school property, except in the case of a service animal accompanying a student or other individual with a documented disability.  This rule may be temporarily waived by the building principals in the case of an educational opportunity for students, provided that (a) the animal is appropriately housed, humanely cared for, and properly handled, and (b) students will not be exposed to a dangerous animal or an unhealthy environment.  Prior to bringing any animal on school property for any reason, you must contact the building principal.  
School Volunteers
All school volunteers must complete our volunteer requirements prior to assisting at the school. Forms are available in the school office. Some teachers utilize parent volunteers in the classroom. The individual teachers make this decision. Teachers who desire parent volunteers will notify parents.  For school-wide volunteer opportunities, please contact the building principal.  

Volunteers are required to check in and out at the main office and receive a visitor badge before going to their destination.

Parent and teacher involvement is also encouraged through the New Baden Elementary PTO and the Trenton Elementary PTG.  

Invitations & Gifts

Invitations and gifts may only be passed out if they are in no way exclusive.  For example, if ALL the boys in a class or grade, or ALL the girls in a class or grade, or the ALL the students in a class or grade are invited, then invitations may be passed out at school.

Treats & Snacks
Due to health concerns and scheduling, treats and snacks for any occasion must be arranged in advance with the classroom teacher.  All treats and snacks must be store bought and prepackaged in individual servings.  No homemade treats or snacks are allowed at school.  Treats and snacks may not require refrigeration and must have a clearly printed list of ingredients on the packaging. We strongly encourage you to select a treat or snack with nutritional value.

Automated Calling System
The district utilizes a phone service to make automated calls to parents’ home, work, or cell numbers.  Calls can be launched to the entire district, one building, one grade level, or a select group of students.

Emergency School Closings

In the event of severe weather or mechanical breakdown, school may be closed.  If school is closed, each student’s number on file will be called through our automated system to alert them to the emergency closing.  It will also be announced on KMOV Channel 4 and KSDK Channel 5.

Reports in the morning will be given between 6:00 am and 8:00 am.  The announcement will be “WESCLIN SCHOOL DISTRICT” will be closed (not Clinton County).  If no report is heard, it can be assumed that there will be school for the day.  Please do not call the school.  Telephone lines must be kept open for emergency calls.

Video Monitoring Systems

A video monitoring system may be in use in public areas of the school building.  This system has been put in place to protect students, staff, visitors, and school property.  If a discipline problem is captured on videotape, these recordings may be used as the basis for imposing student discipline.  If criminal actions are recorded, a copy of the tape may be provided to law enforcement personnel.

School Pictures

Each year students will have an opportunity to be photographed and individual colored portraits may be purchased by the parents.  The purchase of these school pictures is strictly on a voluntary basis.

Yearbooks

An elementary yearbook is assembled and made available to students and parents at a nominal fee.  Individual, classroom, organizational, and activity pictures are included in this yearly publication.  

Outside Organizations

We ask that no outside organizations (examples are Scouts and Select Ball Clubs) send in items to be hand delivered to students by other students or by teachers.

Open House / Orientation

New Baden Elementary 
Kindergarten Orientation: Monday, August 12, 2019   6:00 – 7:00 p.m.
Back to School Night for Grades 1 – 3:  Tuesday, August 13, 2019


Session 1: 4:00 – 4:30 p.m.



Gym Presentation for ALL: 4:45 – 5:00 p.m.



Session 2: 5:00 – 5:30 p.m.



PTG Ice Cream Social: 5:30 – 6:00 p.m.

Trenton Elementary

Kindergarten Orientation:  Monday, August 12, 2019   6:00 – 7:00 p.m.

Back to School Night for Grades 1 – 3:  Tuesday, August 13, 2019


Session 1: 4:00 – 4:30 p.m.



Gym Presentation for ALL:  4:45 – 5:00 p.m.

 

Session 2:  5:15 – 5:45 p.m.

Elementary School Activities & School Parties

Two school parties are held during the school year:  Halloween / Fall Fest and Christmas.  Refreshments are served at each party and each child is asked to provide a small donation to cover the cost of these events.  Notes will be sent home when the money is to be collected for this purpose, or the money is collected at the beginning of the year along with supplies.  In order to assure student safety and grade/age level appropriateness, we ask that all party games be submitted to the classroom teacher for review.  We also ask that parents who volunteer to help with the classroom parties please do not bring younger siblings to the party with them.

Lost and Found

Lost and found articles should be turned in to the building office.  The items will be kept in a Lost and Found location near the office in each elementary school.
Visit Your School

As a parent, you are encouraged to visit the school and become acquainted with our teachers, principals, and other personnel.  All visitations must be prearranged with the teacher or building principal; please call to set up an appointment.

Individuals with disabilities will be provided an opportunity to participate in all school-sponsored services, programs, or activities. Individuals with disabilities should notify the superintendent or building principal if they have a disability that will require special assistance or services and, if so, what services are required.  This notification should occur as far in advance as possible of the school-sponsored function, program, or meeting. 

School Security

A security system is installed at the main door of each school building.  All doors will be locked throughout the school day.  Once you are allowed into the building, please proceed directly to the School Office.  You will sign in and obtain a Visitor’s Pass before proceeding anywhere else in the building.  If picking up a child, your child will be called to the office to meet you.

Telephone Usage

Students may use the school telephone in the school offices for local calls.  Students must first secure permission in order to use these telephones.  Parents should avoid calling teachers during instruction hours.  Before or after school hours is recommended, but anytime in an emergency.

Cell Phones, Smart Watches, & Mobile Telecommunications

Students are not permitted to have these devices in the elementary buildings.  If you feel that your child needs to carry a phone, please contact the building principal.
How to Get Effective Responses

Address your concerns with the first-line contact FIRST.  If necessary, progress through the line of other contacts until the matter is resolved.

[image: image2.png]


Student Academic Performance, Conduct, and Social Development

Teacher         Principal        Superintendent         Board of Education

Building Issues (Curriculum, Instructional Practices, Activities)

Principal         Superintendent         Board of Education

Safety and Security

Principal        Superintendent        Board of Education

District Finances and Building Maintenance

Superintendent         Board of Education

District Policies, Practices, and any other Concerns

Superintendent        Board of Education

Please Note:  The Board of Education is always the final level of appeal and, as such, is not the first contact on any issue.

Teacher Ease

Wesclin uses this student management system that provides an online service making it easier and quicker to access student information.  Parents will receive an email giving them step by step directions on how to access the system, and from that point will login to www.teacherease.com using their email address to view not only grades, but discipline as well.

Website

The District website is www.wesclin.org.  Use this site to find forms, schedules, upcoming events, and contact information for school faculty and staff.

Parent – Teacher Conferences

Scheduled parent-teacher conferences will be held on October 23 and October 24, 2019.  These conferences will be arranged between parents and teachers in early October.
The parent-teacher conference is a time set aside for parents and teachers to talk openly and honestly about the progress of the student.  Generally students do not attend this conference.  Students may attend the conference if the teacher and/or parents believe there is a reason to do so.  If the parents wish for the student to attend the conference, the parent should contact the teacher to make arrangements prior to the conference.

Conferences between parents and teacher need not be restricted to this one scheduled meeting.  Parent-teacher conferences may be arranged during the school year by contacting one another for an appointment.  

Suicide and Depression Awareness and Prevention

Youth suicide impacts the safety of the school environment.  It also affects the school community, diminishing the ability of surviving students to learn and the school’s ability to educate.  Suicide and depression awareness and prevention are important goals of the school district.

The school district maintains student and parent resources on suicide and depression awareness and prevention.  Much of this information, including a copy of school district’s policy, is posted on the school district website.  Information can also be obtained from the school office.

School Visitation Rights

The School Visitation Rights Act permits employed parents/guardians, who are unable to meet with educators because of a work conflict, the right to time off from work under certain conditions to attend necessary school functions such as parent-teacher conferences.  Letters verifying participation in this program are available from the school office upon request.

Registration

Students entering the Wesclin District for the first time need to complete the registration forms provided by the school.  A certified birth certificate and proof of residency must be presented at the time of initial registration into Kindergarten or any first time student into the District.

Students transferring from other elementary schools must register and furnish the complete name and address of the school last attended in order that a transcript of their official record can be obtained.

All students entering the elementary schools in New Baden and Trenton will complete the registration forms in their home schools.  Application forms for free and reduced meals, textbooks, and fees are available in the registration packet.  The District Superintendent or his/her designee grants approval.

Protected Crossings

Adult crossing guards are present in Trenton to aid children across busy highways before and after school hours.

Trenton

Broadway & Main St.
7:00 – 8:00 am & 2:40 – 3:20 pm




Hwy 160 & 3rd St.

7:00 – 8:00 am & 2:40 – 3:20 pm

Parents should inform and encourage students to cross at these protected points for safety purposes.

Student Drop Off and Pick Up

Parents bringing or picking up students by car at the school should make every effort to position the vehicle in order that the student will not be required to cross the road when leaving or entering the car.  Cars should not be parked in restricted areas; wherever yellow curbs or no parking signs appear.  Certain areas must be left open in order for school buses to enter these areas for student drop off and pick up.  Parents and students may not walk between buses. 
At New Baden Elementary, students are to be dropped off and picked up in the parking lot on the East side of the building.

At Trenton Elementary, students are to be dropped off at the gym doors on the East side of the building in the morning and picked up at the main doors on the West side of the building after school.

Students should be dropped off no earlier than 7:30 am, but before 8:00 a.m. and picked up promptly at 2:45 p.m.  If your child will eat breakfast at school, please make sure they arrive before 7:50 am.
Personal Appearance

The general appearance, which includes appropriate clothing and personal cleanliness, of any young person is primarily the responsibility of that individual and the parents.  A student’s appearance should not interfere with the educational process of the class.  When a student’s appearance is felt to be detrimental, a parent-administrator conference will be arranged.  Examples of inappropriate dress include, but are not limited to, the following: spaghetti straps, clothing with messages about tobacco or alcohol, showing one’s midriff or back when standing or sitting, footwear that is disruptive or poses a danger to the student, improperly fitting clothing, pajamas, clothing depicting violence or other inappropriate messages.  No shoes with wheels are permitted.  Shorts should be worn under dresses for modesty during PE and recess.
Field Trips

Should your child’s class participate in a field trip, it is necessary that parents give written permission allowing children to be transported.  All students MUST return from the field trip with their classmates unless there is a family emergency.  Chaperones are limited to parents, grandparents, or legal guardians of the student.  The number of chaperones will be determined by the location of the trip and/or teacher discretion.  Please do not bring siblings on a field trip.  Parents invited by the classroom teacher may ride school-owned buses to aid in pupil supervision while on field trips.  Students may be assigned to parents and students are to obey the directions of the adult supervisors as they would the regular classroom teacher.  Poor behavior and/or attendance can render a student ineligible to attend a field trip.

Chapter 2:  Attendance and Grading Policies
Attendance

Illinois law requires that whoever has custody or control of any child between six (by September 1st) and seventeen years of age shall assure that the child attends school in the district in which he or she resides, during the entire time school is in session.  Illinois law also requires that whoever has custody or control of a child who is enrolled in the school, regardless of the child’s age, shall ensure that the child attends school during the entire time school is in session.
Requirements

The progress of a student at school depends greatly upon regular attendance and punctuality.  Students are expected to be in school on a regular basis unless the student is ill or serious illness or death in the immediate family occurs.  If a student needs to be absent from school, due to the above reasons, a written excuse or phone call from the parent to the classroom teacher or office is necessary upon return to school, stating the reason for such absence.  If calling the morning of the absence, please call the office rather than the teacher.  The parents/guardians will be allowed to excuse a student up to 10 days per year.  Any absences accrued after the 10 day period must be verified by a doctor’s excuse.  If a doctor’s excuse is not received, the absence shall remain unexcused.  Extenuating circumstances will be evaluated by the administration on a case by case basis.

Illinois School Law requires parents or babysitters to call the school and report a student absence for that particular day.  Calls should be made as early as possible before 8:15 a.m. to explain the absence.  You can leave a message if nobody is available to answer.  You can also email the school secretary.
If the school receives no phone call and the student is not present at school, a call to you or the emergency number will be made to determine the reason for the absence.

Students are expected to be at school on time in the morning.  Students will be allowed two unexcused tardies per grading period.  Further unexcused tardies will result in notification from the principal and possible disciplinary action.  An example of an excused tardy would be a medical appointment.

For every day a student is absent (excused) from school, that student has one day to make up and turn in the work missed.

Release Time for Religious Instruction/Observance
A student will be released from school, as an excused absence, to observe a religious holiday or event, or for religious instruction.  The student’s parent/guardian must communicate with the building principal prior to the student’s anticipated absence(s). 

Students excused for religious reasons will be given an opportunity to make up any examination, study, or work requirement.
Make-Up Work 

If a student’s absence is excused or if a student is suspended from school, he/she will be permitted to make up all missed work, including homework and tests, for equivalent academic credit.  
Arrival and Dismissal Times

At New Baden Elementary, students enter into the cafeteria through the main doors between 7:30 and 8:00 a.m.  

At Trenton Elementary, students enter into the gym through the East doors between 7:30 and 8:00 a.m. 
Classes begin promptly at 8:00 a.m.  If your child will be eating breakfast at school, please be sure they arrive early enough to finish before 8:00 a.m.
Students are dismissed at 2:45 p.m. each day.

Leaving the Building and School Grounds

Students are to leave the building and school grounds immediately after school is dismissed.  If parents wish the student to return to the playground area, this should not be permitted earlier than 6:00 pm.  The parents will be informed, by phone or a note, of any undue delay which will cause the student to arrive home at a later time.

Truancy

Student attendance is critical to the learning process. Truancy is therefore a serious issue and will be dealt with in a serious manner by the school and district. 

Students who miss more than 1% but less than 5% of the prior 180 regular school days without valid cause (a recognized excuse) are truant.  Students who miss 5% or more of the prior 180 regular school days without valid cause are considered chronic truants.  Students who are chronic truants will be offered support services and resources aimed at correcting the truancy issue, such as warning letters, phone calls, meetings, and ROE referral.

If chronic truancy persists after support services and other resources are made available, the school and district will take further action, including:

· Referral to the truancy officer

· Reporting to officials under the Juvenile Court Act

· Referral to the State’s Attorney

· Appropriate school discipline

A student who misses 15 consecutive days without days of school without valid cause and who cannot be located or, after exhausting all available support services, cannot be compelled to return to school is subject to expulsion from school. 

A parent or guardian who knowingly and willfully permits a child to be truant is in violation of State law.

Grading & Promotion

School report cards are issued to students on a quarterly basis.  For questions regarding grades, please contact the classroom teacher.
The decision to promote a student to the next grade level is based on successful completion of the curriculum, attendance, performance on standardized tests and other testing. A student will not be promoted based upon age or any other social reason not related to academic performance.

After each nine-week period, on a scheduled basis, a grade report will be issued to each student.  These forms are to be carried home to parents.  The report card contains academic grades, personal growth, and attendance record.  Parents are asked to review, sign, and have the student return the report to the classroom teacher within two school days after the date of issue.

The following grading scale is used by the 
Kindergarten and Music

Wesclin district for grades 1 – 3:
use the following scale:


A
90 – 100



E
Excellent


B
80 – 89



S
Satisfactory


C
70 – 79



N        Needs Improvement


D
60 – 69



U
Unsatisfactory


F
59 and Below



I
Incomplete



Homework 

Homework is used as a way for students to practice what they have learned in the classroom.  The time requirements and the frequency of homework will vary depending on a student’s teacher, ability, and grade level.

Music

Wesclin Schools offer a variety of music experiences for all of its students.  Regular instruction in music takes place beginning in kindergarten.  As this is a regular part of the elementary curriculum, grades are earned based on a number of projects, in-class activities, homework assignments, etc.

Each school will present one all-school program during the year.  This presentation is the culmination of several weeks of classroom instruction and, therefore, attendance at this performance(s) is expected.  Any unusual circumstances that may prevent a child from attending this performance should be reported to the music teacher in advance except in the case of a true emergency (illness, death in the family).  

Physical Education

Elementary students will have PE daily.  Students must wear appropriate footwear (laced, rubber-soled gym shoes).  If they wear other shoes to school, they must bring gym shoes in order to change.

If you feel that your child is too sick or injured to participate in PE, you must communicate this to the PE teacher.  If the absence is more than three consecutive days, a doctor note may be required.

Students with an Individualized Education Program may also be excused from physical education courses for documented reasons.

Response to Intervention Plan

What is Response to Intervention?
Response to Intervention (RtI) is a federal and state initiative to meet a wide range of students’ needs through general education services.  In the RtI model, students participate in a universal screening, which is administered three times per year, to determine academic areas of need.  Students showing deficits in reading and/or math will receive research-based interventions in addition to daily classroom instruction.  Based on the results of the benchmark, students are placed into one of three tiers of intervention, and interventions will continue until the student makes sufficient progress.  If the student continued to demonstrate difficulty in reading and/or math, additional interventions will be put into place, and the student may be referred to CARE Team, the schoolwide problem-solving team, to collaborate with teachers and building professionals, including administrators, school psychologist, and school social worker, to develop effective interventions.  
Identification Process

· A universal screening is conducted with all students at Wesclin Elementary Schools three times per year (fall, winter, and spring) to measure reading and math instructional levels as well as student growth.  AIMSweb assessments are utilized in both reading and math, which provides information regarding students’ vocabulary knowledge, reading comprehension, math calculation, and math application skills.

· Based on the results of the benchmark, students are divided into three categories: at or above target (Tier I), near target (Tier II), below target (Tier III), and interventions are implemented.  Progress is monitored on a bi-monthly basis via progress monitoring using AIMSweb, data collection, and teacher report to determine if interventions are effective.  Charts and graphs are available on the AIMSweb website to show improvement, and building interventionists are responsible for overseeing the plans and monitoring progress. 

· Tier I is ideally 80% of the student population, and these students receive the research-based core curriculum as presented to all.
·  Tier II is ideally 15% of the student population.  Students who fall “near target” on benchmarks are designated as Tier II.  In addition to the core curriculum, they receive additional daily interventions in the designated subject area.

· Tier III represents ideally 5% of the student population, and encompasses students who fall “below target” on benchmarks.  In addition to the core curriculum and individualized interventions, they receive individualized supported interventions in the designated subject area.

· When students have made appropriate progress based on the data collected as described above, they are recommended for placement in a lower tier.  These decisions are made in collaboration with the CARE Team.  If a student does not make progress despite multiple weeks in tiered instruction (at least 12-18 weeks), a student may be recommended for a special education evaluation.  Parents are notified of all tier movement decisions via a letter sent home.

Chapter 3:  Student Fees and Meal Costs

Student Fees

The district establishes fees and charges to fund certain school activities, including textbook rental and workbook purchase.  Some families may be unable to pay these fees.  Students will not be denied educational services or academic credit due to the inability of their parent or guardian to pay fees or certain charges.  Students whose parent or guardian is unable to afford student fees may receive a fee waiver.  A fee waiver does not exempt a student from charges for lost and damaged books, locks, materials, supplies, and/or equipment.

Applications for fee waivers may be submitted by a parent or guardian of a student who has been assessed a fee.  A student is eligible for a fee waiver if the student currently lives in a household that meets the income guidelines, with the same limits based on the household size, that are used for the federal free meals program.  The building principal will give additional consideration where one or more of the following factors are present:

· An illness in the family;

· Unusual expenses such as fire, flood, storm damage, etc.;

· Seasonal employment;

· Emergency situations; or

· When one or more of the parents/guardians are involved in a work stoppage.

Within 30 days, the building principal will notify the parent/guardian if the fee waiver request has been denied, along with the appropriate appeal process.  If you have questions regarding the fee waiver process, you may contact the building principal.

Pursuant to the Hunger-Free Students’ Bill of Rights Act, the school is required to provide a federally reimbursable meal or snack to a student who requests one, regardless of whether the student has the ability to pay for the meal or snack or owes money for earlier meals or snacks. Students may not be provided with an alternative meal or snack and the school is prohibited from publicly identifying or stigmatizing a student who cannot pay for or owes money for a meal or snack.

Students withdrawing from, or enrolling into the school system during the school year will receive or pay a prorated student fee.

The fees for the 2019-2020 school year are as follows:


Kindergarten:
$70.00 (includes $10 technology fee)

Grades 1 – 3:
$102.00 (includes $10 technology fee)
School Breakfast & Lunch Program 

Breakfast is served every school day from 7:30 a.m. to 8:00 a.m.  Lunch is served every school day from 11:00 a.m. to 12:50 p.m., except when there is a 11:30 a.m. or earlier dismissal.  


Breakfast:  $1.50

Lunch  $2.45 


Students wishing to bring their lunch may do so and eat in the cafeteria.  White or chocolate milk is available for $0.70 to students who would like to purchase milk with their meal from home. 
You can find an online link to the school menus at www.wesclin.org.

Free or reduced price meals are available for qualifying students.  Applications are available at registration or you can contact the building principal.
Here are the ways that you can pay for meal accounts:

· Send a check to school with your child at any time.  Checks should be made out to “Wesclin.”
· Pay online through “My School Bucks” found on www.wesclin.org
Chapter 4:  Bus Transportation & Conduct
The district provides bus transportation to and from school for all students living 1.5 miles or more from the school.  A list of bus stops will be published at the beginning of the school year before student registration.  Parents must, at the beginning of the school year, select one bus stop at which a student is to be picked up, and one stop at which a student is to be dropped off.  Students are not permitted to ride a bus other than the bus to which they are assigned.  Exceptions must be approved in advance by the building principal. 

While students are on the bus, they are under the supervision of the bus driver.    In most cases, bus discipline problems can be handled by the bus driver.  In the case of a written disciplinary referral, student bus problems will be investigated and handled by the building principal.

Students are expected to follow all school rules while on the bus.  Students may be suspended from riding the school bus for up to 10 consecutive school days for violating school rules or for engaging in other gross disobedience or misconduct. The school board may suspend the student from riding the school bus for a period in excess of 10 days for safety reasons.  The district’s regular suspension procedures shall be used to suspend a student’s privilege to ride a school bus.

A student who is suspended from riding the school bus and who does not have alternative transportation to school shall be allowed the opportunity to make up all missed work for equivalent academic credit.  It is the responsibility of the student’s parent or guardian to notify the school that the student does not have alternative transportation to school.  

In the interest of the student’s safety and in compliance with State law, students are also expected to observe the following:

1. Dress properly for the weather.  Make sure all drawstrings, ties, straps, etc. on all clothing, backpacks and other items, are shortened or removed to lessen the likelihood of them getting caught in bus doors, railings or aisles.

2. Arrive on time at the bus stop, and stay away from the street while waiting for the bus.

3. Stay away from the bus until it stops completely and the driver signals you to board.  Enter in single file without pushing.  Always use the handrail.

4. Take a seat right away and remain seated facing forward.  Keep your hands, arms, and head inside the bus.

5. Talk quietly on the bus. No shouting or creating loud noises that may distract the driver. Tablets, iPods®, iPads®, smart phones, and other electronic devices must be silenced on the bus unless a student uses headphones.

6. Help keep the bus neat and clean. Keep belongings out of the aisle and away from emergency exits.  Eating and drinking are not allowed on the bus.

7. Always listen to the driver’s instructions. Be courteous to the driver and other students. Sit with your hands to yourself and avoid making noises that would distract the driver or bother other passengers.  Remain seated, keeping your hands, arms, and head inside the bus at all times.

8. Wait until the bus pulls to a complete stop before standing up.  Use the handrail when exiting the bus.

9. Stay out of the danger zone next to the bus where the driver may have difficulty seeing you.  Take five giant steps away from the bus and out of the danger zone, until you can see the driver and the driver sees you.  Never crawl under a bus.

10. If you must cross the street after you get off the bus, wait for the driver’s signal and then cross in front of the bus.  Cross the street only after checking both ways for traffic.

11. Never run back to the bus, even if you dropped or forgot something.


*** It is a STATE LAW that you must stop and wait when a bus                                              has the stop arm and stop sign out. ***
Thank you in advance for your cooperation in keeping our kids safe.

Students are expected to follow all school rules when riding the bus.  A student may be suspended from riding the bus for up to 10 consecutive school days for engaging in gross disobedience or misconduct, including but not limited to, the following:
1. Violating any school rule or school district policy.

2. Willful injury or threat of injury to a bus driver or to another rider.  

3. Willful and/or repeated defacement of the bus.

4. Repeated use of profanity.

5. Repeated willful disobedience of a directive from a bus driver or other supervisor.

6. Such other behavior as the building principal deems to threaten the safe operation of the bus and/or its occupants.

If a student suspended from riding the bus for gross disobedience or misconduct on a bus, the School Board may suspend the student from riding the school bus for a period in excess of 10 days for safety reasons.  

A student suspended from riding the bus who does not have alternate transportation to school shall have the opportunity to complete or make up work for equivalent academic credit.  It shall be the responsibility of the student’s parent or guardian to notify the school that the student does not have alternate transportation.
For questions regarding school transportation issues, contact Mr. James Rahm (618-588-3535).
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