Wesclin Board of Education

Minutes of the Special Board Meeting

Sunday, February 6, 2022

I.
Regular Meeting

A.
Roll Call

The Board of Education of Wesclin Community School District # 3, Clinton and St. Clair Counties, Illinois, met in a special session on Sunday, the 6th day of February 2022, at the hour of 4:00 p.m., at the Wesclin High School in said district.

At the above-named time and place there were present the following officers and members of the Board:



Members Present
Members Absent

Aaron Hoerchler, President:
______x________
______________


Paul Josias, Vice President:
______x________
______________


Tina Litteken, Treasurer:
______x________
______________


Connie Elmore, Secretary:
______x________
______________


Matt Fridley:
______x________
______________


Jeff Stroot:
______x________
______________


Zach Peters:
______x________
______________

A quorum of the Board members being present, the current president called the meeting to order and declared the Board to be in session for the transaction of business.

Administrators present:


Jennifer Filyaw, Superintendent:
_____x_______
_______________


Jamey Rahm:
_____________
_______________


Angela Woll:
_____________
_______________


Roger Freeze:
_____________
_______________


Zack Huels:
_____________
_______________


Jamie Pence:
_____________
_______________


B.
Superintendent Report

Mrs. Filyaw updated the board regarding the ruling of the court regarding COVID mitigations.  Specifically, the judge ruled that mask wearing and close contact quarantines no longer can be enforced on the named defendants.  The ruling has been appealed and should be decided by the appellate court around February 17.  At this time, Mrs. Filyaw’s focus is following the judge’s order and creating an environment where classrooms can function with as little disruption as possible.  Therefore, Mrs. Filyaw is recommending that the board pauses the mask requirement, making masks recommended rather than required, and not require close contact to quarantine for all students.  
The district will still notify parents of close contacts and offer to test the student, but it is optional and not required.  In addition, it will be the parent’s responsibility to discuss the expectations regarding mask wearing.  Teachers will not monitor it in their classrooms.
II.
Public Comments:  

Cindy Hagen – Mrs. Hagen read a story titled Empty Desk.  This story discussed teaching/learning in a classroom with an empty desk caused by a death of a student.
Bevery Adams – Mrs. Adams read an email she sent to the board regarding keeping the mask requirement.  
Dustin Biggs – Mr. Biggs shared the costs of testing every individual in the district daily as well as providing an N95 mask to each individual daily.  This cost would be extremely expensive and if required this, he believed, would be malfeasance.   
Mike Twenhoefel – Mr. Twenhoefel shared that it is time for the board to make the decision to no longer require masking and should be optional for all.
Christy Eckert – Reverend Eckert stated that she is in charge of a church and would prefer to require the wearing masks and lose a member if they choose a different church because of the requirement rather than losing a member to death from COVID.
Lindsey Langenfeld – Mrs. Langenfeld encouraged the board to keep the masking requirement.
Jared Poettker – Mr. Poettker stated that based on the judge’s ruling, the board no longer has the authority to require masks.  He did thank the board for the commitment of their time.  
Trina Friend – Mrs. Friend discussed the challenges of working in the office and being on the front lines daily in the school office.  She encouraged the board to keep the masking requirement.
Teresa Hovenga – Mrs. Hovenga encouraged the board to keep the masking requirement.  She is concerned that the staff will become ill and the district will be required to switch to remote instruction.
Jody Yarber – Mrs. Yarber told the board that they requesting mask choice not the removal of masks for all.
III.
Items Requiring Board of Education Action

A.
2021/2022 Learning Plan/COVID Mitigations
Motion by Paul Josias seconded by Jeff Stroot to pause the requirement of mask wearing and quarantines for healthy students indientified as a close contact until such time that the appellate court rules on the matter and the Board of Education is able to reconvene to discuss the impact of the appellate court.
Vote: Connie Elmore-aye, Matt Fridley-aye, Aaron Hoerchler-aye, Paul Josias-aye, Tina Litteken-no, Zach Peters-aye, Jeff Stroot-aye. Motion passes 6-0

IV.
Adjournment:

It was moved by Matt Fridley seconded by Paul Josias that the meeting be adjourned.  Meeting was adjourned at 4:42 p.m.

Vote: Connie Elmore-aye, Matt Fridley-aye, Aaron Hoerchler-aye, Paul Josias-aye, Tina Litteken-aye, Zach Peters-aye, Jeff Stroot-aye. Motion passes 7-0

_________________________________
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Secretary
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