Wesclin Board of Education

Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting

Monday, August 16, 2021

I.
Regular Meeting

A.
Roll Call

The Board of Education of Wesclin Community School District # 3, Clinton and St. Clair Counties, Illinois, met in a regular session on Monday, the 16th day of August 2021, at the hour of 6:00 p.m., at the Wesclin High School in said district.

At the above-named time and place there were present the following officers and members of the Board:



Members Present
Members Absent

Aaron Hoerchler, President:
______x________
______________


Paul Josias, Vice President:
______x________
______________


Tina Litteken, Treasurer:
______x________
______________


Connie Elmore, Secretary:
______x________
______________

Matt Fridley:
______x________
______________


Jeff Stroot:
______x________
______________


Zach Peters:
_______________
_______x______
A quorum of the Board members being present, the current president called the meeting to order and declared the Board to be in session for the transaction of business.

Administrators present:


Jennifer Filyaw, Superintendent:
_____x_______
_______________


Jamey Rahm:
_____x_______
_______________


Angela Woll:
_____x_______
_______________


Roger Freeze:
_____x_______
_______________


Zack Huels:
_____x_______
_______________


Jamie Pence:
_____x_______
_______________


B.
Approval of Minutes

Minutes of the previous regular meeting and of the executive session of July 19, 2021 were approved on a motion by Matt Fridley seconded by Tina Litteken
Vote: Connie Elmore-aye, Matt Fridley-aye, Aaron Hoerchler-aye, Paul Josias-aye, Tina Litteken-aye, Jeff Stroot-aye. Motion passes 6-0


C.
District Finances

Motion made by Tina Litteken seconded by Connie Elmore to approve The Treasurer's Report and payment of payroll in the amount of $691,747.43 and bills in the amount of $694,765.47.
Vote: Connie Elmore-aye, Matt Fridley-aye, Aaron Hoerchler-aye, Paul Josias-aye, Tina Litteken-aye, Jeff Stroot-aye. Motion passes 6-0


D.
Agenda modification

Motion made by Jeff Stroot seconded by Tina Litteken to approve agenda as presented.

Vote: Connie Elmore-aye, Matt Fridley-aye, Aaron Hoerchler-aye, Paul Josias-aye, Tina Litteken-aye, Jeff Stroot-aye. Motion passes 6-0

E. Superintendent Report
HVAC update – This is completed at the middle school but we are still balancing the control system and working out the kinks. We had a humidity issue that has been addressed.

21/22 Learning Plan – we will still be using the same building metrics as we did last year. Recommend using the “Zip code COVID +” count of “45” people for all buildings. 

Matt Fridley stated he didn’t understand why we need to use the zip code count as a factor for determining whether we stay in person or go remote. Since we are using that in the metric plan, he recommends using “41” for all buildings in their metrics plan.


Mask wearing is for all individuals in side school buildings. We will follow this until the district is permitted to make local decisions regarding mask wearing.

Masks must be worn during inside athletic games.


Paul Josias questioned whether a close contact had to quarantine if they were vaccinated.

The person only quarantines if symptomatic.


Paul Josias questioned whether Gov Pritzker has made any indication on revisiting the mask wearing?

No. The Illinois map is turning orange, an indication of high infection and we are not seeing any change in mask wearing for those age 12 and younger.

We must follow the Governor’s mandates or fear losing our accreditation, funding, teacher service credit, etc.

FY22 Maintenance Project Grant – we have a $50K matching grant to use by October of 2022. We are thinking of using it for maintenance on the circle drive at the HS or the elementary playground.

Jt Annual Conference – November 19-21

F. Principals’ Report

WMS – Open house was well attended and the teachers stated they liked the schedule of our open house and would like to keep it in the future. The half day 1st day also is liked.
NB – had great attendance at the open house and thanks the custodians and bus drivers for a great start of the year.

TR – Bus drivers were great starting the school year. All was calm on the first day and the kids are excited to be back.

WHS – talked to the students to review the handbook and am impressed with everyone’s willingness to help, (teachers/staff/students)! Open house had a good attendance.

II.
Public Comments:  

Jeremy Rakers – wanted to know if there was a way to have a motion for no masks in 1 month or 2 months. He also questioned whether the state can really withdraw funding. Has anyone questioned what their authority is?
Kassie Hund-addressed the board about HB 2789, IDPH power over ISBE, the lawsuits against the Governor and the other Illinois School district that are opting to not mask.
Laura Beckman – State that Thomas Devore, Attorney, states that HB 2789 has no leg to stand on. It’s a lie, the state is trying to bully the schools. Some schools are taking local control.
Dustin Biggs – mentioned the COVID data and mitigation practices across the county.
Jeremy Rakers – The state is trying to control the schools by forcing questionable curriculum on us.

Danielle Sotnyk – she was relieved to hear from the last board meeting that masks were going to be optional but now since the change to full masking she felt she needed to appear and stand up for what she believes and for her child.

Jared Poettker – at the last board meeting a board member stated he was not in favor of masking. When it came time to vote, the board member had left the meeting and his vote therefore didn’t count. The motion failed. He feels the board meetings should be offered online for all. He would like a motion made to do research and draft a letter to Governor asking for local control. We will follow his mandate but ask for control so that we can unmask as soon possible.

Matt Fridley – The board voted 7-0 to have the meeting in July. Two board members were not available to vote. Those specific board members should be addressed. All business done by the board has been ethical and above board.


Aaron Hoerchler state he was out of town and was not able to attend the board meeting. He stated that the board doesn’t wants masks and teachers would prefer to stay in -person. The masks enable that. We will verify our legal rights. We don’t want to lose funding or accredidation.


Paul Josias – let’s revisit this and see what is happening with the other school districts. Attorneys talk but no cases have been won again the Governor. This is not a question about masks, but rather what are our options and what can we control.

Jennifer Filyaw – Gov Pritzker has won all of the cases he has faced on this issue. My recommendation is to follow Gov. Pritzker. The board needs to direct if they want local control.


Penny Marks - questioned whether we would have to quarantine if we are all masking and distanced 3 ft apart.
III.
Celebration of Success

A. Maintenance and Custodians
B. Open Houses and First Day

IV.
Items Requiring Board of Education Action

A.
21/22 Learning Plan
Motion by Matt Fridley seconded by Paul Josias to approve the 21/22 Learning Plan.
Vote: Connie Elmore-aye, Matt Fridley-aye, Aaron Hoerchler-aye, Paul Josias-aye, Tina Litteken-aye, Jeff Stroot-aye. Motion passes 6-0

C. Special Board Meeting
Jeff Stroot would like to keep the special board meeting on the calendar so that we can do our research. We can cancel if we need to.
Motion by Jeff Stroot seconded by Connie Elmore to schedule a special board meeting on Tuesday, September 7, 2021 at 8pm.
Vote: Connie Elmore-aye, Matt Fridley-aye, Aaron Hoerchler-aye, Paul Josias-aye, Tina Litteken-aye, Jeff Stroot-aye. Motion passes 6-0

C.
Tentative Budget
Motion by Tina Litteken seconded by Jeff Stroot to approve the tentative budget and set the budget hearing for September 20 at 6pm.
Vote: Connie Elmore-aye, Matt Fridley-aye, Aaron Hoerchler-aye, Paul Josias-aye, Tina Litteken-aye, Jeff Stroot-aye. Motion passes 6-0

D.
Resolution Regarding Hazardous Bus Route
Motion by Tina Litteken seconded by Matt Fridley to approve the Transportation Hazardous Route Resolution for 2021-2022.
Vote: Connie Elmore-aye, Matt Fridley-aye, Aaron Hoerchler-aye, Paul Josias-aye, Tina Litteken-aye, Jeff Stroot-aye. Motion passes 6-0

E.
Fuel Bid
Motion by Tina Litteken seconded by Jeff Stroot to approve Gateway FS bid of market price.
Vote: Connie Elmore-aye, Matt Fridley-aye, Aaron Hoerchler-aye, Paul Josias-aye, Tina Litteken-aye, Jeff Stroot-aye. Motion passes 6-0

F.
Consolidated District Plan
Motion by Connie Elmore seconded by Tina Litteken to approve the consolidated district plan.
Vote: Connie Elmore-aye, Matt Fridley-aye, Aaron Hoerchler-aye, Paul Josias-aye, Tina Litteken-aye, Jeff Stroot-aye. Motion passes 6-0

G. Consent Agenda
a. Volunteer:

i. Justin Kollman– We are recommending Mr. Kollman as a volunteer assistant football coach.

b. Employment:

i. Byron Lewis – We are recommending Mr. Lewis as an assistant football coach and a 5th/6th grade basketball coach.   

ii. Caroline Reymond – We are recommending Ms. Reymond as a PALS worker. 

iii. Extra-Curricular Assignments – We are recommending the attached extra-curricular assignments.  If TBA is listed, these positions still need to be filled.  We will be offering contracts to the position when the activity begins.  

c. Leave Without Pay:

i. Christy Josias – Mrs. Josias is requesting 4 days without pay in October.
d. Family Medical Leave:

i. Katrina Hanke – Mrs. Hanke is requesting FMLA leave for the birth of her child.
Motion by Matt Fridley seconded by Connie Elmore to approve the consent agenda as presented.
Vote: Connie Elmore-aye, Matt Fridley-aye, Aaron Hoerchler-aye, Paul Josias-abstain, Tina Litteken-aye, Jeff Stroot-aye. Motion passes 5-0

I.
Closed Session for the purposes of discussing appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the Board or legal counsel for the Board, including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee of the Board  or against legal counsel for the Board to determine its validity pursuant to Section 2©(1) of the Open Meetings Act.

Motion by Paul Josias seconded by Jeff Stroot to move into closed session for the purposes of considering the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the Board or legal counsel for the Board, including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee of the Board or against legal counsel for the Board to determine its validity pursuant to Section 2©(1) of the Open Meetings Act. 6:56 p.m.)

Vote: Connie Elmore-aye, Matt Fridley-aye, Aaron Hoerchler-aye, Paul Josias-aye, Tina Litteken-aye, Jeff Stroot-aye. Motion passes 6-0

Motion by Paul Josias seconded by Jeff Stroot to return from closed session into the regular meeting. (7:54 p.m.)

Vote: Connie Elmore-aye, Matt Fridley-aye, Aaron Hoerchler-aye, Paul Josias-aye, Tina Litteken-aye, Jeff Stroot-aye. Motion passes 6-0

VI.
Adjournment:

It was moved by Tina Litteken seconded by Matt Fridley that the meeting be adjourned.  Meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m.

Vote: Connie Elmore-aye, Matt Fridley-aye, Aaron Hoerchler-aye, Paul Josias-aye, Tina Litteken-aye, Jeff Stroot-aye. Motion passes 6-0

_________________________________
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